ROBUST STUDY SUMMARY - Persistence
	Item
	Yes
	No

	Reference: 

H. Wellers. 1984. Zur Bestimung und Bewertung der biologischen Abbaubarkeit. Vom Wasser 63 (1984): 191-198

	Test Substance (CAS # 99047and name: benzoic acid, 3-methyl; 3-Methyl Benzoesäure.

	Chemical composition of the substance (including purity, by-products)
	
	x

	Method

	References
	x
	

	OECD, EU, national, or other standard method?  OECD guideline 302B
	x
	

	Justification of the method/protocol if not a standard method was used
	NA
	

	Test design / conditions

	Study type (photodegradation, hydrolysis, biodegradation, other –) biodegradation  with DOC and COD:

	Test type (aerobic or anaerobic ):
	
	x

	Test medium (air, water, soil, sediment -):  preferred waste water
	
	x

	Information on stability of the substance in the media of concern is reported? No

	Controls (positive or negative)
	
	x

	Number of replicates (including controls)
	
	x

	Temperature (specify)
	
	x

	Duration of the experiment (specify)  28 days aprt 1.
	x
	

	Analytical method/technique used (Y/N)
	X
	

	For photodegradation only
	
	

	Light source (specify):
	
	

	Light spectrum and relative intensity based on sunlight intensity:
	
	

	For hydrolysis only
	
	

	Measured concentrations reported?
	
	

	Basic water properties (pH, hardness, etc.)
	
	

	For biodegradation only
	
	

	Ready or inherent bio degradation : both is generally discussed.

	Substance concentration (Y/N)
	X
	

	Inoculum source (Y/N)
	X
	

	Innoculum concentration or number of microorganisms
	x
	

	Results

	Endpoints: half-life (preferred); degradation, %; etc.   The degradation curve indicates that 100% DOC degradation is approximately 4-5 days …

	Information on breakdown products 
	
	x

	Overall score:   37/11=64%

	EC Reliability  code:   2 

	Reliability category (high, satisfactory, low): Satisfactory

	Comments:  The study is a general description and discussion of the OECD guidelines and degradation test sand comparing degradation curves for some substances, including benzoic acids. Acclimation duration times are compared and discussed.   The inoculum sources and pre-adaptation are described in detail in the OECD Guidelines.  It may be supposed that the authors did follow all the recommendations.


